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Mary Hamilton receives
South Herts Award

Mary is an expert on Beer and Micro brewers and has been Beer Organiser at
the 1996 & 1997 St Albans Beer Festivals and will be doing the same again
for this years event in October. Phil Defriez Chairman of Hertfordshire South
Branch presented Mary Hamilton with a CAMRA mirror for her services to
the Branch. Mary and Alan Dean standing next to her in the photo are now
proud owners of the Good Beer Guide listed “Brown Bear” in Biggleswade.
Hertfordshires loss is Bedfordshire’s gain and we wish them every success.



Grandison unhappy

| have received a letter from J.O'Sullivan
the publican of the Grandison Arms,
Bramfield. It say’s :-

"1 found your flippant remark in issue 168

concerning work carried out to our car park
offensive and incorrect. We have not
extended the car park but spent thousands
of pounds landscaping the garden. We do
not ask you to print anything about us and
would rather you refrain in future if this is
to be your flippant superior attitude.”
editors reply:
As | have stated before information for
"Down Your Way” comes from a large
number of sources. In my experience there
is no such thing as bad publicity, although |
can see that you would be unhappy that
your garden was not mentioned. | hope this
is now rectified.

THE LORDSHIP ARMS

Tue INN IN THE STICKS
Benington Nr Stevenage.

REAL ALE OASIS for the
DISCERNING DRINKER

Fullers London Pride and ESB
plus Youngs Special
everchanging guest beers from
independent and Micro Breweries
also Traditional Cider

Proposed venue for forthcoming
Wedding Reception of well known
Datchworth Landlord & Landlady

North Herts Pub of the Year 1997

Lunchtime Snacks
Curry Night every Wednesday
Two Course Sunday Roast £7.00

A Pub worth finding
Telephone 01438-869665

Proof Read
Competition

As yet the winner of the Proof Read
Competition in edition 168 has not been
decided. | have however received
correspondence from Martyn Cornell who
some of us will remember when he was an
active Campaigner in Hertfordshire. He is
now working for the Daily Telegraph and
seems to have missed the point. The
newsletter is produced complietely by
volunteers and is FREE. If you want a
perfect , proof read and sanitised text buy
a Daily Paper the Telegraph is 45 pence
weekdays 75 pence Saturday. If you want
Pub news, honest criticism and humour
read the Hertfordshire Newsletter warts
and all.

Editor Steve Bury (Telephone Engineer by
profession).

West Berkshire
Branch An Apology

In the February/March edition of the
newsletter we asked for volunteers to help
with the recording of “What's Brewing
CAMRA's monthly newsletter for the Blind.
The response was good and | would like to
thank all those who are now taking part in
the monthly readings. Unfortunately |
stated that the recording had previously
been undertaken by the Reading & Mid
Berks Branch this was incorrect. | thank Roy
Bailey a long time campaigning colleague
of mine for correcting my error.
It was of course West Berkshire branch that
started this very worthwhile venture and
deserve the credit and thanks for their
excellent work over the years.

Steve Bury Editor

South, Watford & District,

School Lane, Kings Walden, Herts $G4 8LH.

CAMRA Herts South Branch.
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Pub Names

After the article in the last newsletter |
have been informed that the “Red Lion”
which in heraldic terms is a lion rampant
(standing on its hind legs) is the Coat of
Arms of John of Gaunt who was the most
powerful man in fourteenth century
England. The Red Lion rampant is also used
on the Scottish Flag. and when James VI of
Scotland acceded to the English throne he
ordered that the Red Lion of Scotland
should be displayed in all public places
(very diplomatic).

Another Pub name regularly used is the
“Chequers” this is for several reasons, firstly
the Chequers were the Coat of Arms of the
Fitzwarren family (who were powerful in
the time of Edward IV). A much earlier use
dates back to Roman times where the
board was displayed to show that draughts
a very popular game at the time, was
played at the establishment. Later in
middle ages the “Chequers” was the sign of
a money lender the board being used as a
form of abacus to explain how interest was
to be levied. The money changers were
called Exchequers which is how the name
came into use.

In certain parts of the country when Ale
only and Cider only Pubs existed the
“"Chequers” was used to signify that the
pub sold both Cider and Ale

The old English spelling was “Checkers”
and is still used on some pubs including one
in Baldock.

The most obscure or should, | say forgotten
usage of the name is a brewing one where
the berries from the Chequers tree were
added to the Ale.

So if you want a game of Draughts a loan
or a very different tasting Ale the Chequers
is the place to be.

Mac’s Incorrect

| have been informed that McMullen’s are
claiming that their “Gladstone” is the first
Hertfordshire beer to be sold in the Houses
of Parliament bar. | am afraid they have
missed the boat “Dark Horse” brewery had
one of their beers, Unicorn | believe, on sale
their a couple of years ago. They claim that
one firkin was sold in two sessions we hope
that a cask breather was not used, as it was
clearly not warranted. P.R.

BEER FESITVALS
& Other Byents

Classics on the Common Harpenden
Common Wednesday 29th July 7.30pm.
This is the fifth event organised by the
“Carpenters Arms” and is open to all
“Classics” last year 500 attended raising
funds for local charities. minimum entrance
fee £1.50 per vehicle.

Blue Ball, Ashridge. 2nd Beer Festival 19th
20th 21st June
30 Beers, event in conjunction with the
Sealed Knot English Civil War re-enactment
group. Many other activities and live music.
01494-758263

The Ware Real Ale Festival held in April was
a great success with 22Ales, 2 Ciders and a
German ‘ALT’ beer from Ware's twin town
Wulfrath being drunk.
The Champion Beer as voted was Church
end, Gravediggers Mild,with Marston
Moor, Brewers Pride and Tisbury, Old
Wardour,runners up. Many thanks to all
those who helped and attended.

Jan Ordon.

British Institute of

L3
Innkeeping
The Hertfordshire Newsletter has got a
mention in “The Publican” newspaper 16th
March, commenting on the fact that | did
not know about the Institute. Not any
more, the organization is primarily for
those holding full on licenses and offers
support and accredited training. There is an
annual subscription and a monthly
magazine, non licensee’s and others in the
trade can join as graduate members but
have to pass an entrance examination.
So if you see the round sign with a
chequered shield with a gold sash showing
what appears to be ears of barley, you can
assume that the licensee is a member. Their
April magazine had an interesting article
“Do your drinks measure up to the law?”
and advised members that ” top- up
requests should be received with good
grace and never refused”. Excellent advice
that unfortunately has not got through to
a large number of people in the trade.
Editor.



