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South Herts and Watford choose
their “Pubs of the Year”

The Black Boy, Bushey Heathi




POB OF THE YEAR,

Watford go for

double winners

Watford CAMRA received five nomi-
nations for this year’s Pub of the Year
award, although one of these, the Royal
Oak, Chipperfield, was not in their branch
area and had to be eliminated.

The other four were, the Horse & Chains,
Bushey; The Swan, Bushey; Land of Lib-
erty, Heronsgate; and the Black Boy,
Bushey Heath.

Unfortunatley the Horse & Chains fell at
the first fence as there was a change of
licensee during the judging. Never mind,
there is always next year, lads.

The Swan was a popular nomination, very
much a locals’ pub, drawing customers
from all walks of life and has been under
its present management since November
1988. Snacks are now available and the
Youngs and Benskins are generally in good
shape.

The Land of Liberty, Heronsgate, is a pre-
vious winner and is, without doubt, one
of the best pubs in the Watford area. There
are always three guest beers, two from
small breweries.

For the first time the branch allowed last
year’s winner, the Black Boy, Bushey

Heath, to compete for the title. For those
not familiar with the pub itis a back-street
local with a good following, plus a regu-
lar lunchtime trade. Beers available are
Adnams Bitter, Benskins Bitter, plus up to
four guest beers. With the sale of Allied
Domecq to Punch Taverns the future of
this pub is in question.

After some discussion and liberal amounts
of beer the winners were decided. This
year’s Watford & District “Pub of the Year”
was a tie between The Black Boy and The
Swan. Presentation evenings will be held
on 18 February at the Black Boy, at
8.30pm and 25th February at The Swan,
also at 8.30pm.
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Above: The Swan,
Bushey.

Left: The Black Boy,
Bushey Heath

POB OF THE YEAR

New boys in
Hertford win South

Herts award

For a pub that has been open less than a
year to achieve the title of “South Herts
Pub of The Year” is impressive, however
you look at it. But that is what “The Old
Cross Tavern” in St Andrews Street, Hert-
ford, has done, beating off over 30 other
nominated pubs to win this year’s award.
It is no small feat and joint licensee, Nigel
(Bev) Beviss was delighted with the news.
“I thought we might have stood a chance,
perhaps next year, when we had been es-
tablished a bit longer, so we were both de-
lighted and very surprised when | heard
the news.”

To get The Old Cross off the ground has
taken several years, numerous licensing
applications and several court appear-
ances, and although there were severe
obstacles put in their way, both Nigel, his
partner Terry Bell, and his Bar Manager,
Bruce Heron, never doubted that the pub -

their kind of pub - would one day exist.
The building, a converted antique shop,
finally opened last spring and has since
become a real ale mecca in Hertford. “We
are both enthusiasts, and want to offer beer
drinkers a wide range of interesting ales
at a competitive price,” says Bev. To this
end they generally have at least one dark
beer on among the six rotating beers avail-
able, with a wide range of gravities.

The presentation evening will be on Tues-
day 28th March at 8.30pm.

Below: Locals share a joke as the Old
Cross Tavern team, from left, Bruce
Heron, Terry Bell and Nigel Beviss, pull
the pints.




