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GOOD BEER GUIDELINES
At the last  count,  there were exact ly 57 card-carry ing pub guides in the UK. Of these, 56 are
compi led  f rom pa id - fo r  adver t i s ing ,  recommendat ion  i rom-Rabb i t ' s  f r iends  and re la t ions ,  o r
salar ied. ins.pectors.  Only one is su.rveyed by teams of  independent volunteers who actual ly know
and l i ve  in  the  area .s  they  survey .  Th is  makes tha t  par t i cu la r  gu ide  the  on ly  one you can t rus t io  g ive
you unb iased and in fo rmed comment  on  pubs .
The  gu ide  has  ove r  20 ' 000  po ten t i a l  su r veyo rs  sp read  t h rougho -u t  Though  reade rs  r ecommenda t i ons  a re  a rways  we rcomed  by  t heG r e a t B r i t a i n ' w h i c h m e a n s t h a t i t i s a l s o t h e o n l y o n e t h a t i s a s u s e f u l  

e d i t o r o f  t h i s g u i d e , t h e y a r e a i l p a s s e d t o t h e l o c a l  v o r u n t e e r s a n dand  accu ra te  i n  t he  No r th  o f  Eng land '  t he  Eas t  o f  s r c t l and  and  t he  t he i r  dec i s i on  i s  f i na r .  They  assess  t he  pub  f i r s t  and  f o remos t  on  t hewes t  o f  Wa les  as  i t  i s  i n  t he  sou th  o f  Eng land  
-  ! 1c r r  19 .o i on  

' :  
ou " r i t y  o f  i t s  bee r .  The re  i s  no  g rea t  mys te r y  t o  t he  keep ing  o f  gooda l l oca ted  a  ce r t a i n  number  o f  pubs  on  t he  bas i s  o f  i t s  popu la t i on  and  L "e r ;  * ha t  i t  does  requ i r e  i s  a  b i t - o f  ha rd  wo rk  and  some  tende ra rea ,  comb ined  w i t h  a  f ac to r f o r  t ou r i sm  un l i ke  mos t  ou ides .  wh i ch  : - : "  " " ' '

arocate pubs on the ease or access rrom their ;;;;;:i";i; i::Iffi;.t",fJj:T.il,Hi|,;?li?i^"#i"Hlffi.,.T#:'ffi:l*:offices.

ilJh:lj',ll.f:,::f;'fJ;'j,:flJi::#iji',::;i"'jii,lffl?: ;il:Ti.il,'Jilii.!ff'J;!'Jil:l',,';"-j[5lff5Tj:J;";",_ r,hey
pubs...  and they have been known to take a orint no'J l , . ,  j  1i l ; l  i ; ;  

aren's they won't be included - and the surveyors won't go into 500
surveyors are or both sexes, a, ages and ar tastes, J:T;:l{:,": i; H:1.,:1."::iti?iffi:ff,:?::.j::S"rT,iiiiil;1";:T;JZIX:pubs  re f l ec t s  t he  d i ve r s i t y  wh i ch  cha rac te r i ses  ou r  G rea t  B r i t i sh  wo rks  wonde rs  i n  c ramming  a i l  t he  f ac t s  you  need  t o  known  abou tpubs '  Th i s  gu ide  knows  t ha t  a l l  so r t s  o f  peop le  go  t o  a l l  so r t s  o f  pubs  r ' housands  o f  G rea t  B r i t i sh  pubs  i n t o  a  book  t ha t  w i i l  s t i i l  f i t  i n  you r
l:flj;"n*Ir}t;":?i:"ffi;'ff#Jt""il:ii'i|ilT^ii;l#o:#'! pocket without disrocating vour shourder rt teils you in simpre,
sociar rire shourdn,i be incompatibre; pubs *r,u'." .r,iii'."n*;;#;s; ;:l;l;:1ilff"1i:fJl,'.tfri,j!T;il,l liil:,:il?il:.;TJli.,ji",i;l,iare  ins tan t ly  impounded fo r .G lasweg ian  misogyn is ts  who w ish  io  5"0" " , ,o1nd_and howto f ind  i t .en joy  a  qu ie t  d r ink  w i thout  d is t rac t ions ;  pubs  w i th  luke  boxes  and ;discos ror ravers; pubs with norhins rounder,r::^,1:_"^::i:i J:i]"r,:'i:f,t'Ji#o.'I,Ji.1tE:::t*?8,],,ii];ili"i;l?:i::ld o m i n o e s a n d t h e m u r m u r o f f r i e n d l y c o n v e r s a t i o n ; p u b s w h e r e y o u  Ican eat a 3-srar, 5 course mear; pubs where a n.'.'"!lii, . n"o*'n"il s;3! ??f:;n:;:f;xJ"3ir[#.i"J{iiiiji&li[?;::.:EIand  a  packe t  o f  c r i sps ;  pubs  nea r  s t a t i ons ;  pubs  nea - r .  mo to rways ;  i l nun . ,  He r t s .  AL1  3gW.pubs  t ha t  you ' d  need  a  compass  and  a  l a rge  amoun t  o f  l u ck  t o  f i nd  a t
a l l l

, *  r n ,
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Renovations now complete

Widest selecl:tion of real ales
in Hertford with many guest beers
served on gravity and hand pump

Reduced pr ices on cask ale
5-30 to 7.00 pm Mon-Fr i .

Home cooked tooO at al l  t imes



OUICK ONES PUB NEWS

FORLORN BOAT
Ful le r ,  Smi th  and Turner  may be  the  toas t  o f  S t  A lbans  fo r  the i r
refurbishment of the Garibaldi,  the pride of Harpenden for
reconstructing the Harpenden Arms, and the heroes of Hitchin for
rescuing the New Found Out, but they are certainly not the bright
stars of 

-Berkhamsted. 
For although they bought the old Boat publ ic

house in  Ravens Lane f rom Bensk ins  some s ix  Years  ago,  s ince  tha t
t ime i t  has  s tood fo r lo rn  and semi -dere l i c t .  Even the  brewery  admi t
tha t  the  bu i ld ing  " i s  in  a  d readfu l  s ta te" ,  and a  loca l  Counc i l lo r  has
reported that i t  has been occupied by squatters.
A  loca l  CAMRA member  has  commented tha t  i f  Fu l le rs  were  to
re-open th is  pub,  they  cou ld  "c lean up  Berks" ,  espec ia l l y  as  a  coup le
of popular ABC houses are to revert to their freehold owners,
Watneys.
At  p resent ,  the  Boat  i s  an  embarassment  -  a f te r  6  years  o f  th ink ing ,
Fu l le rs  shou ld  now dec la re  the i r  in ten t ions  and p lease Berkhamsted
dr i  n  kers .

POST OFFICE IN DECLINE
Fun go"rt in Hemel Hempstead fear that t lg lo:t  Off ice Arms in

pr f  f  
" i  

nouo,  Boxmoor  -  "a  rea l  charac ter  pub"  in  the  op in ion  o f  one

local CAMRA stalwart - may short ly close i ts doors for the last t lme'

Benskins, the pub's o*n"r. i ,  have reportedly not-yet come to a f inal

J " . l t io "  on  the  fu tu re  o f  the  popu lar  loca l '  bu t  CAMRA hopes tha t  i f

the Watford-based company can see no future for the Post Off ice'

ih;y; i l ; ;  i t  to b" "privatised" as a {ree house or sold to another

brewery. Anyone interested? - contact Benski ns'

SPORTS REPORT
g* t i " t  i n  t he  yea r  No r th  He r t s  and  Sou th  Beds  b ranches  f ough t  ou t

an  exc i t i ng  da r t s  ma tch  i n  Lu ton  end ing  i n  an  e i gh t  a l l  d raw '

iecent ly ,  t f ,e return leg was staged at  the Maidens Head'  Whitwel l '

North Herts were always in arre-ars and even the guest  appearance of

M i ke  Jones ,  t he  l and lo rd  (who  l os t ) f a i l ed  t o  ge t  No r t h  He r t s  i n  f r on t '

The  f i na l  game  o f  t he  even ing  saw  the  No r th  He r t s  Cha i rman  and  h i s

wi fe p laying a doubles to save the match As wi th a l l  good stor ies '

t he  Cha i im in  t h rew  doub le  one  t o  ga in  a  c red i t ab le  d raw '

u  . i r u " f  f  ou .  sp read  o f  f ood  was  pu t  on  by  Ba rba ra  Jones  and  w i t h

M ike ' s  exce l l en t  a l e  i t  was  a  t ho rough l y  en  j oyab le  even tng '

PC

WELWYN PUBS - ANCIENT AND MODERN
On my weekly v is i t  to the Rose & Crown, I  espied a copy of  local

h i s t o r i an  and  a r chaeo log i s t  Tony  Rook ' s  book le t  en t i t l ed  "O f  Loca l

Interest :  A Book of  WelwYn Pubs".
He  g i ves  a  po t t ed  h i s t o r y  o f t he  f ou r t een  l oca l  pubs  t ha t  a re  s t i l l  open ,

a l ong  w i t h  a  f u r t he r  seven teen  t ha t  can  s t i l l  be  t r aced ,  a l be i t  as  e i t he r

p r i va l e  r es i dences  o r  bus iness  accommoda t i on .  The  h i s t o r y  i s

amp l y  suppo r ted  by  t he  au tho rs  own  pen  and  i nk  d raw ings  o f  t he

pubs .  pas t  and  p resen t .
The  book le t  i s  i dea l  f o r  a  Sa tu rday  pub  c raw l ,  a l l ow ing  t he  reade r  t o

d i scove r  t he  f o rmer  pubs  be tween  l unch t ime  c l os i ng  and  even ing

open ing .  The  au tho r  does  no t  a t t emp t  t o  i nvo l ve  h imse l f  i n  t he  t ypes

o i  bee ion  sa le  i n  t he  pubs ,  bu t  I  f ee l  su re  some 'men t i on  o f  t he
' cha rac te r s ' t o  be  f ound  i n  t he rn  wou ld  no t  have  gone  am iss

The  book le t  cos t s  f  i . 50  and  i s  ob ta i nab le  a t  We lwyn  Bookshop  and

selected Welwyn pubs.
E r i cS im

PUB OF THE MONTH

Motte and Bailey, Pirton
Named after the nearbv earthworks, the Motte and Bailey at Pirton
wins the North Herts Pub of the Month award for November.
Th is  V ic to r ian  bu i ld ing  was once a  run  down Whi tb read pub ca l led
the White Horse. l t  has been extended, i ts name changed and is now
a th r iv ing  f ree  house se l l ing  Greene K ing ,  Shef fo rd  and Adnams f ine
a les  and o f ten  has  gues t  beers  ava i lab le .
B i l l  and  H i la rv  G lover  have run  the  pub fo r  the  las t  two years  and,
a long w i th  the  exce l len t  beer ,  H i la ry 's  homecooked food and
authent ic  lnd ian  cur r ies  have an  env iab le  reputa t ion .  The pub a lso
has  a  dar t  p lay ing  dog,  thought  to  be  un ique in  Her t fo rdsh i re
Socome a long and seeforyourse l f  onWednesday 1g th  November .
P.Clarke

Th i s  so - ca l l ed  summer  has  seen  some  ma jo r  changes  t o  qu i t e  a  f ew

pubs  i n  t he  sou th  o f  t he  coun t y .  F i r s t l y ,  t he  two  Fu l l e r s  pubs  have

been  comp le te l y  a l t e red ,  a lmos t  beyond  recogn i t i on .  Bo th  have

been  deco ra ted  i n  a  neo -V i co to r i an  s t y l e ,  w i t h  l o t s  o f  s t a i ned  g l ass ,

ma i l - o rde r  p r i n t s  and  an  abundance  o f  l i gh t  f i t t i ngs ;  t hey  cou ld

eas i l y  be  m is taken  f o r  London  pubs .

The  Ha rpenden  A rms ,  Ha rpenden  has  l os t  i t s  Pub l i c  Ba r  and  ga ined

some  new  to i l e t s  and  a  pa t i o .  The  d i n i ng  room i s  now  pa  r t  o f  t he  ba r

w i t h  a  sepa ra te  f ood  se rve ry ;  an  impo r tan t  add i t i on  t o  t he  bee r

range  i s  Ch i sw i ck  B i t t e r .
The  Ga r i ba ld i ,  S t .  A l bans  has  l os t  i t s  f unc t i on  room to

accommoda t i on  and  t he  ba r  b i l l i a rds  has  d i sappea red ;  i t  has  ga ined

more  ba r  and  d r i nk i ng  space ,  a  new  k i t chen  and  se rve ry ,  and  p i ped

mus i c .  The re  a re  a l so  p l ans  t o  add  a  conse rva to r y ,  and  t o  add

Ch i sw i ck to the  range  a f t e r t he  bo t t l e  s t o re  has  been  bu i l t '

Bass  Cha r r i ng ton  have  spen t  a  l a rge  sum revamp ing  and  add ing  a

conse rua to r y l o  t he  Eng inee r ,  Ha rpenden ,  a  f o rmer  f r ee  house  The

cho i ce  o f  r ea la l es  i s  now  res t r i c t ed  t o  Bass  and  Cha r r i ng ton  IPA '

The  Green  D ragon ,  Po t t e r s  Ba r  ( ac tua l l y  nea re r  Ba rne t )  i s  now

re-open af ter ,  yes a complete ref i t  and conservatory addi t ion l t

seems  t o  be  concen t ra t i ng  more  on  f ood  i n  t he  f o rm  o f  t he

"Cha rg r i l l "  t han  on  t he  pub  s i de ,  t hough  t h ree  Wh i t b read  rea l  a l es

a re  ava i l ab l e .
A t  t he  t ime  o f  w r i t i ng ,  t he  P lough  and  Ha r row ,  Ha rpenden  was

c losed  f o r  a  r e f i t  and  ex tens ion  (and  no  doub t  a  conse rva to r y  !  )

The  Ve ru lam A rms ,  S t .  A l bans  has  been  unde r  t he  new  mar tagemen t

o f  Benny  Ga le  and  h i s  w i f e  f o r  s i x  mon ths  now .  The  dus t  has  j us t

abou t  se t t l ed  f r om the  i nco rpo ra t i on  o f  t he  two  ba rs  I n to  one

ho rseshoe -shaped  ba r ,  aga in  deco ra ted  i n  t he  neo -V i c to r i an  gen re '

Bensk ins  and  Bu r ton  A le  a re  back  i n  t he 'Ve r ' and  f ood  i s  ava i l ab l e  a l l

open ing  hou rs ,  expec t  Sunday  even ings .
Even  t he  Fa r r i e r s  A rms ,  S t .  A l bans  has  had  a  new  ba r  f i t t ed ,  t he

da r t boa rd  moved  o t  t he  oppos i t e  wa l l ,  some  new  wa l l pape r  and  a

l i c k  o f  oa in t .
The  B lack  L i on ,  S t .  A l bans  has  become  Bass  Cha r r i ng ton ' s  f i r s t  t i ed

house  i n  t he  c i t y ,  t he  f o rmer  owne r  hav ing  so ld  up  a f l . e r  12  yea rs ;  t he

a le  r ange  has  been  reduced  t o  Bass  and  lPA .  Wa tch  ou t  he re  f o r

a l t e ra t i ons  and  a  conse rva to rY?
Along the street ,  the Lower Red Lion'  s t i l l  o f f fers a range of  f ive real

a l es  i r om  Adnams ,  Fu l l e r s  and  Greene  K ing .  A  new  manage r  has

now  taken  up  res i dence  and  t he  owne r  has  recen t l y  subm i t t ed  p l ans

fo r  a l t e ra t i ons  a t  t he  rea  r  o f  t h  i s  de l i g  h t f  u  I  o l d  pu t .

Ou r  co r responden t  i s  wo r r i ed  t ha t  he  i s  pay ing  f o r  a l l  t hese

expens i ve  a l t e ra t i ons  ou t  o f  h i s  a l r eady  ove rp r i ced  bee r '  He  l ongs  f o r

a  pub  t ha t  does  no t  sme l l  o f  new  pa in t .

Foxy ' s  W ine  Ba r ,  Rad le t t  i s  now  unde r  new  managemen t  and  has

had  a  f ace l i f t .  The  ba r  has  been  moved  and  a  new  ce l l a r  p rov i ded

Mars tons  Ped ig ree  and  Mer r i e  Monk  a re  on  handpump ;  Wes tons

rea l  c i de r  i s  ava i l ab l e  on  d raugh t  and  gues t  bee rs  a re  p l anned '

The  Ho te l  Ba r  i n  P inks  Ho te l ,  Shen ley  has  now  re -opened  a f t e r  be ing

c losed  f o r  ma io r  a l t e ra t i ons .  Un fo r t una te l y  t he  Youngs  Spec ia l  has

been  d i scon t i nued ,  hope fu l l y  t empo ra r i l y ,  The  range  o f  bee rs  on

handpump  i s  now  We the reds  S .P  A  ,  B rakspea rs  B i t t e r  and  Cou rage

Directors Bi t ter .
The  Coun t r yman ,  Ch ipp ing ,  now  unde r  new  owne rsh ip ,  has

su  bm i t t ed  p l a  ns  f o  r  ex tens io  ns ,  a  l t e ra t i ons ,  e rec t i on  o f  f ences ,  wa  l l s

and  s rg  ns .
The Gioucester  Arms, Great  Off ley has c losed and the future of  th is

Greene  K ing  house  now  l ooks  unce r t a i n .

REAL ROYSTON
The exce l len t  new loca l  gu ide  'Rea l  a le  in  and around Cambr idge ' ,
rev iewed las t  month ,  was  a  long t ime ges ta t ion .  Indeed i t  i s  s ix  years
s ince  the  pu  b l i ca t ion  o f  the  las t  Ca m br idgesh i re  g  u  ide .
I t  i s  a  g rea t  p i ty  then tha t  t roub le  was no t  taken to  ensure  tha t  the
l i s t ing  o f  Roys ton  pubs  was more  up  to  da te  Some o f  the  houses
l isted as no n rea I a le pu bs have been sel l ing rea I ale for two yea rs !
The new l i cencees  a t  the  Nor th  S tar  rep laced the  handpump se l l ing
Wethereds  b i t te r  on  the i r  a r r i va l  la te  in  1984.  A  fu r ther  handpump
has s ince  been ins ta l led  in  the  new garden bar  downsta i rs
A lso  a t  the  end o f  1984 a  handpump reappeared in  the  Whi te  Bear ,
a f te r  a  long absence,  se l l ing  F lowers  Or ig ina l .  Th is  has  s ince  been

. io ined by  a  second se l l ing  another  a le  f rom the  Whi tb read range '
The Old  Bu l l  Inn ,  l i s ted  as  non rea l ,  does  occas iona l l y  have
Char r ing tons  IPA on handPumP.
Of  the  o thers  l i s ted ,  Whi tb read 's  Green Man is  s t i l l  c losed fo r

a l te rna t ions .  fo r  wh ich  p lann ing  permiss ion  has  been sought  l t  i s
unders tood tha t  re -open ing  by  Chr is tmas is  p lanned,  bu t  thought  to
be oo t im is t i c .  l t  i s  s t i l l  no t  known i f  rea l  a le  i s  to  be  re - in t roduced '
JFF



KING'S
CHOP

HEAD AVOIDS THE
NORTH HERTS ON THE ROAD

Bensk i  ns  p l a  ns  f o  r  c l os i  ng  t he  K  i ngs  Head ,  Bushey  a  nd  t u  r n  i  ng  i t  i  n t o

a  o r i va te  house  we re  t h rown  ou t  a t  a  mee t i ng  o f  t he  Bushey  and

A ldenham a rea  p l ann ing  sub -commi t t ee  i n  ea r l y  Sep tember .
The  h i s t o r y  o f  Bensk ins  p l ans  f o r t he  g rade  l l  l i s t ed  pub  goes  back to

Feb rua ry  1982  when  t hey  app l i ed  f o r  pe rm iss i on  t o  g rea t l y  ex tend
the  ba r  a rea  and  t o  add  a  r es tau ran t .  Wh i l e  t h i s  app l i ca t i on  and
subsequen t  appea l  we re  be ing  re j ec ted ,  t he  pub  was  a l l owed  t o  f a l l

i n t o  s t r uc tu ra l  decay ,  and  no  a t t emp t  was  made  t o  upda te  t he
p r im i t i ve  l i v i ng  accomoda t i on  t he  pu  b ' s  t enan t s  had  t o  endu  re .

Ea r l i e r  t h i s  yea r  l oca l  r umou rs  s ta r t ed  c i r cu l a t i ng ,  sugges t i ng  t ha t

t he  b rewe ry  we re  p l ann ing  t o  c l ose  t he  pub .  The  l oca l  CAMRA

con tac t  a t  t he  b rewe ry  was  u  nab le  t o  con f i rm  o r  deny  t hese  s to r i es
In  Ap r i l t h i s  yea r  Bensk ins  subm i t t ed  new  p lans .  These  p roposed  t he

bu i l d i ng  o f  s i x  two -bed roomed  houses  on  t he  s i t e  and  t he  resu l t an t

demo l i t i on  o f  t he  pubs  t o i l e t s .  Howeve r ,  t he  p l ans  showed  t he  K  i ng ' s

Head  rema in i ng  as  a  pub .  Th i s  seemed  t o  be  a  backdoo r  way  o f
ge t t i ng  t he  pub  c l osed  as  t he  l oca l  CAMRA b ranch  po in ted  ou t  i n

ob . j ec t i ons  t o  t he  p l ans .  Th i s  l ed  t o  t he  re - subm iss i on  o f  t he  p l ans ,

show i  ng  t he  p roposed  cha  nge  o f  use  a  nd  t he  ad  m  i ss i o  n  t ha t  t he  f i  r s t
p l ans  we re  I n  e r ro r .
Un fo r t una te l y ,  a l t hough  t h i s  ba t t l e  was  won ,  t he  wa r  i s  l i ab l e  t o  be

fa r  f r om  ove r .  Bensk ins  can  s t i l l  appea l  and ,  f u r t he rmore ,  t he
p lann ing  o f f i ce r  has  i n t ima ted  t ha t  he  wou ld  no t  ob jec t  t o  a  change
in use of  the pub.  However,  as was proved at  the Haydon Arms,

Oxhey  t h ree  yea rs  ago ,  Bensk ins  w i l l  l i s t en  i f  t he re  i s  su f f i c i en t  l oca l

suppo r t  f o r  t he  pub ,  pa r t i cu l a r l y  when  t h i s  i s  backed  up  by  an
inc rease  i n  t he  pub ' s  t u rnove r !  I n  t he  mean t ime ,  you  cou ld  do  wo rse
than  v i s i t  one  o f  t he  l as t  r ema in i ng  examp les  o f  an  o l d  t r ad i t i ona l
pub  i n  t he  Bushey  a rea  (even  i f  t he  ou t s i de  l oos  a re  a  b i t  ch i l l y  i n

w i n t e r  l ) .
Watford & District Branch

RAMBLINGS
The  qua l i t y  o f  bee r  i s  some th ing  wh i ch  conce rns  a l l  bee r  d r i nke rs
and  d r i nke rs  o f  r ea l  a l e  i n  pa r t i cu l a r .  How  o f t en  have  you  had  a  p i n t
t ha t  i s  und r i nkab le  and  when  you  comp la i n  t o  t he  l and lo rd  a re  t o l d :
" l t s  r ea l  a l e  you  know" .  Un fo r t una te l y ,  r ea l  a l e  by  i t s  na tu re  r equ i r es
ca re  and  a t t en t i on  and  a l so  a  r easonab le  t u rnove r .  l f any  o f t hese  a re
m iss i ng ,  you  s tand  a  good  chance  o f  ge t t i ng  a  p i n t  t ha t  i s  j us t  no t
r i g  h t .
Howeve r ,  pub l i cans  seem l ess  i nc l i ned  t o  change  bee r  t hese  days ,
reac t i ons  va ry i ng  f r om:  "Tha t  man  i s  d r i nk i ng  i t  and  no t
comp la i n i ng " ,  t o  t h row ing  t he  cus tomer  ou t .  Th i s  l a t t e r  ac t i on
happened  t o  me  on l y  a  mon th  o r  so  ago  i n  a  pub  i n  wes t  London
owned by the biggest  of  the big s ix brewers.  The beer tasted of
v i nega r  and  a  po l i t e  r eques t  f o r  a  change  was  g ree ted  w i t h  a  s t r eam
o f  f ou r  l e t t e r  wo rds  and  t he  demand  t ha t  I  l e f t  t he  pub  o r  be  t h rown
ou t .  Fo r t una te l y ,  a  l e t t e r  f r om  me  to  t he  b rewe ry  r esu l t ed  i n  an
apo logy  and  a  r e fund ,  bu t  t he  rea l  a l e  cus tomer  shou ld  no t  have  t o
go  t h rough  t h i s  agg ro  t o  ge t  a  decen t  p i n t .
Now  fo r  a  p l ace  whe re  you  w i l l  de f i n i t e l y  ge t  a  decen t  p i n t ,  my  pub  o f
t h e  m o n t h :
The Coach & Horses,  Longborough, Gloucestershire.
Th i s  i s  a  sma l l  pub  j n  t he  Co tswo lds ,  no t  f a r  f r om  S tow- i n - t he -Wo ld ,
se l l i ng  Donn ing ton  bee rs .  The  l and lady  i s  ve r y  f r i end l y  and  t he  pub
i s  popu la r  w i t h  t r i ppe rs ,  wa l ke rs  and  ho rse r i de rs  on  f i ne  days .  Good
lunch t ime  snacks  a re  ava i l ab l e  - t he re  i s  a  sma l l  ou t s i de  a rea  whe re
you  can  s i t  i n  t he  sun  and  wa tch  t he  wedd ings  a t  t he  l oca l  chu rch
ac ross  t he  way .  You  w i l l  a l so  f i nd  t he  p r i ce  o f  t he  bee rs  r e f r esh ing :
70p  f o r  t he  b i t t e r  i n  Augus t .  L i ke  a  l o t  o f  Donn ing tons  pubs ,  t he re  i s  a
s tone  f l oo r  and  wooden  f l oo r s ;  a  sma l l  pa r t  o f f  t he  ba r  g i ves  p l en t y  o f
add i t i ona l  sea t i ng  i n  comfo r t .
Rambler

Tetlev's Invasion
gv l f re  t i ine  you read th is ,  A l l ied  Brewer ies ,  f  1  mi l l ion  promot ion  o f

Tet ley 's  B i t te r  in  the  London area  shou ld  be  under  way '  The a im o f

th is  campaign  is  apparent ly  to  es tab l i sh  the  beer  in  250 pubs  in  the

reg ion .  l i th ibeer  i s  as  b land as the  Tet leys tha t  l ' ve  d runk  in  A l l ied 's

N i iho lsons  f ree  house cha in  then i t  cer ta in ly  w i l l  requ i re  a l l  the

expens ive  lager -sy le  hype adver t i s ing  i t  can  ge t
The more worrying aspect is that this seems to be Al l ied's attempt to

es tab l i sh  a  na t ion i l  rea l  a le  in  the  same way as  G rand Met  seem to  be
pushing Websters Into every Trumans and Watneys pub' The

lrrcott i"  of this in Al l ied pubs wil l  almost certainly be the

reo lacement  o f  a  ' loca l '  beer '
How long w i l l  i t  then  be  be fore  A l l ied  then cons ider  tha t  i t  i s  no

longer vi 'able to brew Benskins, Friary Meux -or Taylor Walker?

Periaps the local company should be pressing for a larger sl ice of

the advert ising budget before they once again f ind themselves
without their own label beer.
B.A.

In ear ly September,  an intrepid band of  North Herts members set  out
f r om S tevenage  by  m in i bus ,  on  a  pub  t ou r  o f  Cambr i dgesh i r e ,
Bed fo rdsh i r e  and  No r thamp tonsh i r e .
F i r s t  s t op  was  t he  Se l l  a t  Sou thoe  on  t he  A1 .  Un fo r t una te l y  on  a r r i va l
t he  pub  was  s t i l l  shu t  w i t h  no  s i gn  o f  l i f e ,  so  some  th i r s t y  members ,
who  cou ldn ' t  wa i t ,  se t  o f f  on  f oo t  ac ross  t he  f i e l ds  t o  ano the r  pub  i n
Southoe, Those who wai ted were rewarded when the upstai rs
w indow  opened  and  a  b l ea ry  eyed  gen t l eman  ra i sed  two  f i nge rs .
Thank fu l l v  t h i s  mean t  t ha t  he  wou ld  be  down  i n  two  m inu tes .  No t
l ong  a f t e r  he  had  opened  t he  pa r t y  r eassemb led ,  a f t e r t he  re tu rn  o f
t hose  who  had  qua f f ed  a  qu i ck  ha l f  i n  t he  Ho rseshoe .
Back  on to  t he  bus  a round  t he  sho res  o f  K imbo l t on  Wa te r  t o  t he  Red
Cow a t  Cov ing ton ,  a  r emo te  f r ee  house  wh i ch  had  changed  hands
the  p rev i ous  week .  The  owne rs  we re  obv ious l y  su rp r i sed  t o  f i nd  t he
ba r  packed  a t  such  an  ea r l v  hou r .  bu t  t he  Mars tons  was  nec ta r .
Ou t  o f  Cambr i dgesh i r e  and  i n t o  No r thamp tonsh i r e  f o r  a  p i n t  o f  We l l s
a t t he  Nags  Head ,  Ha rg rave .  An  ex t reme l y  p i c t u resque  pub  oppos i t e
the  chu  r ch .  Reg re tab l y ,  t he  bee r  was  qu i t e  t he  wo rs t  we  had  a l l  day .
A  qu i ck  t r i p  i n t o  Bed fo rdsh i r e  b rough t  us  t o  t he  P r i nce  o f  Wa les  a t
Uppe r  Dean ,  whe re  ano the r  r ound  o f  t he  exce l l en t  Ma rs tons  was
d runk  be fo re  we  f ound  ouse l ves  i n  No r thamp tonsh i r e  f o r  t he  res t  o f
t he  day .
The  Swan  a t  New ton  B romswo ld ,  was  t he  nex t  s t op .  A  t yp i ca l
G reene  K ing  roadhouse  whe re  t he  pa r t y  en joyed  t hemse l ves
p lay i ng  sk i t t l e s  i n  t he  ba r .  A f t e r  f i ve  p i n t s ,  some  o f  t he  t h rows  we re
less  accu ra te ,  i nc l ud ing  t he  one  t ha t  h i t  t he  Cha i rman ' s  w i f e  i ns tead
o f t he  sk i t t l e s .
The last  port  of  cal l  for  the luncht ime session was the Carpenters
A rms  a t  l r ches te r ,  whe re  we  a r r i ved  i n  t ime  f o r  a  coup le  o f  p i n t s  o f
Cou rage  be fo re  head ing  i n t o  No r thamp ton  t o  have  a  b i t  t o  ea t ,  a
wande r  a round  t he  shops  and  t o  ge t  t he  f oo tba l l  r esu l t s .
A t  ha l f  pas t  f i ve ,  t he  m in i bus  re tu rned  t o  p i ck  us  up  and  we  se t  o f f f o r
t he  v i l l age  o f  G rendon  whe re  we  had  two  pubs  t o  v i s i t .  The  f i r s t  was
the  Ha l f  Moon ,  a  t r ad i t i ona l  We l l s  house .  A  game  o f  poo l  soon
ensued  be fo re  a  saun te r t h rough  t I e  v i l l age  t o  t he  C rown ,  f o rmer l y  a
Manns  house  bu t  now  a  t h r i v i ng  f r ee  hosue .
The Olde Cherry Tree,  tucked away down a cul ,de-sac in Great
Hough ton  was  f ound  and  f u r t he r  We l l s  was  consumed  be fo re
mov ing  o f f  t o  t he  l as t  pub  o f  t he  t ou r .  Th i s  was  t he  Red  L i on  i n
Ya rd ley  Has t i ngs .  A  t r ad i t i ona l  coun t r y  pub  re ta i n i ng  i t s  cha rac te r
and  se rv i ng  exce l l en t  bee r .
A l l i n  a l l a n  e n j o y a b l e  d a y ,  a n d  a  s p e c i a l r o u n d  o f  t h a n k s  i s  d u e  t o t h e
d r i ve r  o f  t he  i nc reas ing l y  no i sy  m in i bus .



BRANCH DIARY
NORTH HERTSBRANCH
Thursday 13th November
Soc ia l  a t the  Star ,  Furneaux Pe lham,  8p .m.
Wednesday 1 9th November
Pub o f  the  Month  soc ia l  a t the  Mot te  &  Ba i ley ,  P i r ton ,8p .m.
Thursday 1 1th December
Pub c rawl  o f  S tevenage Old  Town.  Meet  in  the  Coach & Horses ,
8 p . m .
Contact/Peter Clarke a Stevenage 365957

WHAT'S ONATYOUR PUB
7th November: Crown, Stanstead Abbotts. Bonnie Shaljean at
Hoddesdon Fo lk  C lub .  8o .m.
9th November: Brewery Tap, Ware. Bob Walser at Ware Folk Club.
8 o . m .

SOUTH HERTS BRANCH
Monday3rd November
Commi t t ee  Mee t i ng  a t t he  Ba r l ey  Mow,  Ty t t enhange r ,  gp .m .
Tuesday 1 1th November
Doub le  new  rea l  a l e  ou t l e t  soc i a l .  Mee t  i n  t he  Oueen  Ade la i de ,
Shen ley ,  Bp .m .  and  t hen  on  t o  t he  K ing  W i l l i am  lV  abou t  9 .30p .m .  A l l
we l come .
Tuesday 18th November
B ranch  Mee t i ng  a t t he  Rose  &Crown ,We lwynV i l l age ,  gp .m .
P lease  t r y  and  a t t end  a t  t h i s  new  venue .
Tuesday25th November
Jo in t  soc i a l  w i t h  Wa t fo rd  B ranch  a t  t he  Geo rge  &  D ragon ,  Co lney
S t ree t . 8o .m .
Tuesday 16th December
Annua lGene ra l  Mee t i ng  a t t he  Goa t ,  S t .  A l bans  (back  room)go .m .
All South Herts members please attend.
Contact/Adrian Jolliffee c St. Albans 69675

WATFORD & DISTRICT BRANCH
Wednesday 5th November
Pu b  Crawl  in  R ickmanswor th .  S tar t  a t  the  Western .  8o .  m.
Wednesday 1 2th November
Branch Meet ing  a t  the  Wheatsheaf ,  Wat fo rd ,  8p .  m.
Tuesday25th November
J  o in t  soc ia l  w i th  South  Her ts  Branch a t  the  George & Dragon,  Co lney
St ree t .  Bo .m.
Sunday30th November
Commi t te  Meet ing  a t  West  Her ts  Spor ts  C lub ,  8p .m.
Contactffony K ing a Garston 672587

HERTS/ESSEX BORDERS BRANCH
Monday 1Oth November
Branch Meet ing  a t the  R is ing  Sun,  H igh  Wych,8 .30p.m
Contact/Steve Marlow tHarlow 30450

MID.CHILTERNS BRANCH
Contact Peter Frooman I Hemel Hempstead 69773

TEN UP
A spec ia l  word  o f  congra tu la t ions  to  Rob and Mar ianne S i lves ter  o f
the Rest and Welcome, Haultwick, who have now completed ten
consecut ive  years  in  the  na t iona l  Good Beer  Gu ide .  They  become
the second l i censees  in  Nor th  Her ts  ( the  George lV  in  Ba ldock  was
the f irst) to have achieved this feat.
Anybody who knows the  pub and the  tenants  w i l l  no t  be  surpr ised ,
for i t  real ly is everything the name implies. Often one reads in this
news le t te r  imp l ied  c r i t i c ism o f  our  Her ts  b rewers ,  McMul lens .  In  th is
case i t ' s  we l l  done Mac 's  and we l l  done Rob and Mar ianne.
PC

C l u b , 8 p . m .
21s t  November
F o l k C l u b ,  S p . m .

Crown, Stanstead Abbotts. Calennig at Hoddesdon

23rd November Brewery Tap, Ware. Dave Walters at Ware Folk Club.
8 p . m .
28th November: Crown, Stanstead Abbotts.
Hoddesdon Fo lk  C lub .  8o .m.
20th November: Brewery Tap, Ware. Ragged
C l u b . 8 o . m .
5 th  December :  Crown,  S tans tead Abbot ts .  S ingaround a t
Hoddesdon Fo lk  C lub .  Bo.m.
7th December: Brewery Tap, Ware. Adrian May at Ware Folk Club,
8 p . m .
Remember ,  l i s t ing  in  the  What 's  On co lumn is  FREE.  Send de ta i l s  fo r
February  to  the  Ed i to r  by  1  s t  January .

JOIN CAMRA NOW!
Membership form

lAffe wish to become a member/membersof
the Campaign for ReatAle Limited

lANe agree to abide by the Memorandum ano
Articles of Association of the Campaign

I enclose t7 (!10 overseas) tor a yeads full membership
We enclose €7 for a yeads joint f ull membership

!
!

FULL NAI\,IE(S) . ..

FULL POSTAL ADDRESS

14th November: Crown, Stanstead
Hoddesdon Fo lk  C lub .  8o .m.
16th November: Brewery Tap, Ware.

Abbotts. Steve Knightly at

S ingers  N igh t  a t  Ware  Fo lk

Richard  Gra inger  a t

Rob in  a t  Ware  Fo lk

;;;;; J;,; ;; ;;;; ;;;;;; i; ;;;o?['.";; ;;;i ;;" L,,iiJ
Send to Membership, CAMRA,'34 Alma Road, St. Albans,
Herts AL1 3BW

FREE GOOD BEER GUIDE!
Jo in  CAMRA in  Wat fo rd  now!
Watford & Distr ict Branch of CAMRA wil l  give a free 1986 Good Beer
Guide  to  anyone who l i ves  in  the  War fo rd  a rea  and jo ins  CAMRA in
response to  th is  no t ice .  As  a  CAMRA member  you w i l l  rece ive'What 's  Brewing ' ,  the  CAMRA newspaper ,  every  month ;  you  w i l l  be
able to part icipate in branch social evenings, brewery tr ips and other
events; but, most importantly, you wil l  be helping to protect
t rad i t iona l  beers  and pubs .
A spec ia l  ra te  o f  17  app l ies  fo r  th is  month  fo r  ind iv idua l  o r  jo in t
membersh io .
Jus t  f i l l  i n  the  membersh ip  fo rm in  th is  News le t te r  and send i t  w i th
th is  no t ice  to :  Sa l l y  Benne l l ,  Membersh ip  Secre tary ,  CAMRA,  34
Alma Road,  S t .  A lbans ,  AL1 3BW.
We wi l l  send you your  f ree  Good Beer  Gu ide  and de ta i l s  o f  our
forthcoming events.
CAMRA Watford & District (Watlord27786l

Peter & Lesley Reynolds wdcome you to

Rayments BBA* Greene King KK & Abbot

GOOD HOME COOKED FOOO
IIONDAY TO SATURDAY
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