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"~ THE BITTER END

es it’s good news. For after a year of
Yspeculation over the future of the

brewery and its tied estate,
McMullen’s have succeeded in settling
internal problems within the family and
trusts by selling off their property portfolio.
Some say it is a high price to pay but the
company has been making good profits
over the last four years in

il

Mac’s saved

on 17 acres of prime development land in
central Hertford will be under-utilised.
CAMRA South Hertfordshire branch led a
campaign to save the brewery and as well as

‘the usual stickers and posters ran a “Save Our

Heritage” postcard campaign which ran for

six months and it is calculated that 2,000

cards arrived at the brewery pledging support
for those who wished to

an uncertain market with
other brewers in decline.
David McMullen is
standing down as
Managing Director for
health reasons and for
the first time in Mac’s
180 years of brewing
Peter Furness-Smith,
who is not a family
member, will be taking

keep the brewery and its tied
estate intact. Steve Bury, the
Mac’s CAMRA Brewery
Liaison Officer for the last
five years said “This is
excellent news. We hope our
campaign helped show
shareholders on both sides
the level of interest and
support there was for the
brewery, the beers and the

over. Fergus McMullen

will have a new role in charge of
production and marketing and has
announced that the company will cease
contract brewing and concentrate on its
own beers including the special reserves.
This will mean that they will brew less than
18,000 barrels a year and can make savings
under the government’s new progressive
duty legislation. The down side of this is the
old brewery builtin 1827 will be converted
to other use and the new brewery built in
the 1980’s with a 200,000 barrel capacity

pubs”. McMullen’s have a
new Managing Director and Steve felt that this
would be an appropriate time for CAMRA to
appoint a new Brewery Liaison Officer for
Mac’s. Steve has stood down in favour of Les
Middlewood who lives in Hertford and is a
committed Mac’s drinker. Steve said “ | am
going out on a high and have every
confidence in Les who is an established
member of CAMRA and has the integrity and
experience needed to undertake the job”., So
let’s raise a pint of McMullen’s be it Country
or AK and drink a toast to “A Secure Future”.

THE BITTER END

Big plans for
Waterend
Barn

he Herts Advertiser has reported that J
D Wetherspoon are in negotiations to

take over The Waterend Barn,
opposite St Albans Civic Centre.
The Barn has been a popular venue for
many events during its 60-year history such
as wedding receptions, dinners and Rotary
Club meetings. It has been closed since last
New Year’s Eve following the departure of
the manager/owner Chris Coles who
retired.
Wetherspoon’s are interested in running the
bar as a Lloyd’s Bar, a chain which provides
non-stop music and music videos.

Unlike the problems concerning the licence
for the new pub planned round the corner in
London Road, opposite the Peahen, there is
unlikely to be any licensing or planning
problems for Wetherspoons as the Barn
already has permission for catering use, and
has both drinks and an entertainment licence.
The Barn, a listed building, was moved to St
Albans from Waterend, Wheathampstead, in
1939. Itis reputed to be the birthplace of
Sarah Jennings, who became the first Duchess
of Marlborough.

St Albans City Centre Manager, Melvyn Teare
said: “This would be an ideal use for The
Barn. It has the advantage of having no close
residential neighbours.
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2nd Hertford Beer Festival
Castle Hall, The Wash, Hertford

2nd - 5th October

75 Plus REAL ALES
including special festival brews, stouts, porters & milds
plus cider & perry, Table and English Fruit Wines & Soft
Drinks

Hot & Cold Food Available
Live Music Fri & Sat Eve

Adm: Thurs 5pm - 11pm £2.50
Fri Noon - 3pm £2.00

Sat Noon - 11pm£4.00

SPECIAL SOUVENIR GLASS
Contact: 01992 583133

Fribpm-11pm £3.00
Sun Noon - 10.30pm£2.00




