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Breaking The Tie:Proposals

A I41iin currently underway in the West Country between the National Union of " Lie-
ensed Victuallers and the brewing giants could very scon have more far reaching eff-
ects and spread throughout the ccuntry. The NULV are looking for 'radical alterni-
tivesa' to the tied house system after tenants have been hit by escalating rents mid

falling incomes. Courage are one of

the big of

fenders in the Avon area (where ihey

£}

hold a considerable monopoly) where due to the company's rent increases, tenants were
now having to charge up to 2p more per pint than local managed houses. The NULV wani
to see the selting up of a new body to oversee the running of tied houses and ensure

fair plsy on rents and tenancy agreements ( I'm sure this will receive much sunoor

amongst Hertfordshire NULV members). They

also want to take up CAMRA's proposal that
every landlord should have the right to
serve one 'untied' draught beer of his
choice. Inevitably, the big brewers are
against this widening of choice and the
NULV proposals and have launched their own
campaign to guash the ideas. No prizes for
guessing which side we're on,
CHRISTMAS DRAW WINNERS
l. Mrs A.Burns, Potters Bar. No. Al1339
2+ The Robin Hood, Potters Bar No. Al1T44
3« John Read, Grays, Fasex No. AlG68
4. Pete Bills, Gosport, Hants No. Al734
)» Dennie Govier, Redbourn No. A2202
G. Mr R.Yates, No. AQ430
7. Steve Hill, Basildon No. AZ461
de Mr GuI.Wardle, Whetstone No. Al3Bé6
9. D.R.Linford, Poiters Bar No. Al391
10.Mr R.Warren, New Barnet No. ﬁlEﬁl
All prize winners have been notified.

New Mac’s Design

Congratulations to MoMulle
design of their new pub, the Zun in Hodd
esdon. Much thought Hdw obviously
into the interior desigh of
thing which ften
M any

has of

T Mac's new
The John 0'Gaunt Hertfozrd
Saracen's Head in Ware are two
of Mae's rather uninspired att
recent times. The Sun is selling Mac!
Country Bitter both by handpump and top

pressure so be sure to ask for

the Hun,
saemad i
pubs of the

Lo

recent pasni.
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Februqry Meeting

Eenrud“"'z branch meeting is to be held
at The Robin Hood, High Street, Patters

Bar on 15 February at Spm. This will be
CAMRA's first meeting in the town, whiegh
hag seen a recent boom in real ale pubs

(see overleaf). If you've not been to a

meeting hefore why not make this your
first. The meetings are usually lively

and informative for all those present. An
extension has been applied for.

the pump.
Pub Swaps

There has been nd further news on 4
impending pub swops between Ind Coope a
Courage or Bass-Charrington which are due
to start at the end of January. A ar e
we know there is no set schedule for th
handovers, so if you come across any in-
formation please let one of the Committee
know. The burning question for real
enthusiasts is whether Courage and Bass-
Charrington. will see fit to introduce
real beer in their newly zcquired pubs
(remember some of the Ind Coope pubs due
to be swopped already sell real beers).

With Courage Directors sales soaring
as the beer expands in the Free Trade per-
haps Courage will encourage their new
landlords to instal handpumps for their
cask-conditioned beera. Charrington's too.
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Walkabout In Potters

Times have changed in Potiers Rar over
the last year, with the number of real ale
pubs increasing from none to seven, a fi-
gure which represents arcund meventy per
cent of the pubs in the town. 1In Ffact,
somewhat aurprisingly, it's even pozsible
te conteémplate 4 real ale vuk ecrawl whileh
micht {take the following coursa;

White Horse

First pub en route is the White Horse at
the west end ol the High Uireet. Orce an
¢le coaclim: inn on the Al te the nerth,
the White PPorse dates back w well before
Pt Ler il s gany oulldings=., lel alone
puie.  foe Fipgt pint, Bureton Ale. czn be
in one vl the twe contrasting bpars -
the comlfortable esaloon with brase and
copperiEre or the baszic publie with two
dart oeris.

Robin Hood

A stornez thkrow eastiwards along the High
Street on the same side is the 19310's
stvle Robin Hood whieh although rather
cvab looking from the culside is {riendly
Thig one bar pub sports bar
Li liards [ rire encuch nowadsays in these
purta) in addltion to Ind Coope's Burtor
Ale and Bitter. Landlord Jack Ellis, is
exthusisstic about his food and beer,
enough to te & CIMRA member. Our February
branch meeting is being held at the Robin
Hood {see Diary of Ewvents).

Green Man _

Furtler - 'still alorg the High S.reet isg
the 100 yegr old Green Man. HNasty ru-
mours abound that Ind Coope intend %o
knocik the saloon and publie bars into one
bar, thus destroying the difference of
atzocphere in the two bharw. The publie
par hae paol and darts and the saloon il
# pepuiar haunt with local office workers
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il entloe.  Well kept bitder and
supton hje usre available.
Builders Arms

Furtler afieid in Heath Road, Litile
Eeath (2 15 minute walk) McMullen's
Courit py Bitter is available at the Buil-
ders Arms, a moderr pub which has only
recent l started selling the beer at'ter a
Lreak of about a year. Make czure you ask
for Country from the handipump. Dartas can
bte played and chicken in the basket is
availatle at the bar.
Willyotts Manor _

Another 15 minutes walk down into
Darkes Lane and beyond the railway sta-
tion is Willyots Manor with Bass and
Charrington's IPA on handpumps. This
16/17th century cak beamed building once
housed the District Council offices - it
has been tastefully renovated to include

Bar

a restaurant and a corfortable bar. This
pub iz Potters Bar's latesl real ale out-
let.

Potters

In stark conirast, & more mispguided
abttempt &l modernisation coren in the
ghape of The Potters. Onece, as the
Potters Bar Hotel it was incongruoun butan
acgeptable Ind Coope establishment who
ran it on a lease [rom Whitbread. low
d Beelfeuter Steak Holse selling Wetheredbs
Bitter on handpumps, it is rather ocutlan-
dish to say the leust. No matter, by ihis
time you should have had enough t Lo
care too much.

Strafford Arms

S5till standing? ALl those capable of
the four minute mile (after at least six
pints) and it is now five to eleven,
should be able %o enjoy a last pint at
the Strafford Armes in Mutton Lane, with a
choiece aof Ind Coope Mild, Bitter and Bur-
ton Ale: The Strafford has recertly been
undergoing redecoration.

Hic!

Hell there we are burp!(=zorry), a sort
of mini tour of Potters Bar; of course
the erawl can be done anyway you wish, ox
not at all (that is if your New Year re-—
solution is total abetinencge). Perhups
the branch may organise such a crawl some
time this year.

POTTERS
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L. White Haorese
Hoebinr Hooo
le Gresn Man

4. Builders Aros g
5. Willyotis Mansr J,.*-O oy
5. The Potiero
g5 7 ¥4
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Pub News

ancother hattul of real ale conversiong

nonth throughoul the county and o

nunber of changes:

Barky the Chaise and Pe:r, a Free
House, ir now selling Courage Direclors,
Greeng king Abbot, [PA anc Dark Mild.

Bishogs Stortford The Bakers Dozen in
Hnter Lane, a recenLly opened Free House
i row ol ferine eiht real ples:

Lhis

Itayment ' BBA, Abbol. Ale, Ind Coope Bur=
ton Ale =nd Bltter, Mae's Country bitter
and AK Mild, Ruddle's Céuity and Blue.
e Three Tung i§ olTerin €] ther Abtol

or haynenths on grovliy,
Bunt ingi's rd
——e

d aliernation.
The Jolly Saliors is now
zellins Courape Director'.: on handpumps.
Heuth The Crooked [Hillet, yet
another Free House, has recently intro-
duced real ale: Wethered's Bitter,
Adnam's Bitter and Abbot Ale, but land-
lerd, Devid Hughes aims to keep the
pub's Tamily atmosphere intact which

Calney

will be n pleasant change - Hertfordshire

already bkas its lair share of trendy
Free Houses.

Harpeader: Abbot Ale on gravity is back
a: The ['n on the Green but probably
osly 'or the rest 2f the winver:

Hitesis e 8ir Jobn Barievoorn has
acdi i ton Ale wo the handpumped Ind
Corpa Pliter.

paston ALL pubs in the villages of Much
Hadham, Little Hadham and Hunsdon now
sell real aleynot bad considering a year
a;0 there was only one (plus the Crasy
Pub). Two recent conversions in Hunsdon
complete Lhis real ale success story:

a) The Crown, which is now selling Ind

St.Pancras Evening

If you've got an evening {free on J4iLh
Januasry, why not pop down on the lLraln to
dt.Pancras Station, where the London sl
Hertfordshire branches will be holding «
soeial in the station's Shires Pap, which
sells Rayment's BBA and AK, Abbol, San
Bmith's 0BB, Ruddle's County and Blue,

The bar will be open until [ I
rormally closes at Bpm and food will be
vl lable, which apparently is s onl wuo
the normal BR sandwiches and

1,

PO 1l Bl

New Year Party

The branch's New Year Pariy proved e
again to be & resounding cugeeas il
beers from Theskston's, Brakspesr's,
Greene King, Adnam's, McMullen's anc Ragy
ment's, helping proceedings and nlenvy of
bread, pate and different cheeser Lo
gavour. Entertainment was in the tor. of
a digeo (tharks to Riehard Steward) and
fnderson Shelter, who Tirst plajed an
accoustie folk apot and later got every-
one on their feei dancimg with an hour
shd a half'a worth of roek clasales.
Thanks very much to them. Demanc for
tickeis was once again exceptional and
around | 30 people turned up for the Farty.

Weekend Trip

This year's branch weekend trip away
will be te The Vine, Skegness (l1t's So
Bracing), a Bateman's hotel selling real
ale. The weekend trip, starting 24 Feb—
ruary will include a visit to Bateman's
brewery in Wainfleet and will give all
those present the chance to viait such

Coope bltter on handpump and
b) The Fox and Hounds is now selling
handpumped Mae's Country Bitter.

Potlers Bar a) The Ruilders Arms in
Heath Road, Little Heath, is now selling
handpumped Mac's Country once again.

b} Willyots Maror, in Darkecs l.ane has
inetalled handpumps and is now selling
Charringion's IFPA and Bass.

flidge The Old Guinea now has Ind Cocpe's
Burton Ale an¢ btitter or handpumps.

Ridge Hill On the A6, The Waggon and
Horees (Free House) now sells Courage
Directors Bittier.

St.Albans The Adelaide Wine Bar is nox a
dgeletion, having insialled keg Abbot.
For the record, The Black Lion's range
of real ales now reads as followse: Abbot,
Sam Smith's OBB and Ind Coepe Bitter.

St.Pauls Walden The Strathmore Arms has
Adnam's Bitter on gravity.

(more changes on back page).

places as Lincoln and Boston amongst
others and taste the delights of many
different breweries including Elgood's,
Ward's, Shipstone's, Hardy's and Hanson'u,
Paine's, Base-Worthington's and Ruddie':,

The veekend 1rip will cost approxi-
mately £20 (but prebably not more) and
this will inelude bed and breakfast at
The Vine for itwo nights and one evening
me&l and the coach trip. The coach will
start frem Barnet Odeon on Friday 24lh
and other pieck up points can be arranged
according to who is going. Further
details are available from Adrian Green,
104 Selvorne Road, Southgate, London,
N.14. Tel: 01-882 6406 (home) or

01-633 7446 (work).

Please zmend a £5 deposit if you wish to
reserve a place. One thing's for sure,
if it is anything like last year's
Ecclefechan trip (which it should be) it

will be a great weekend, and well worth
every menny.




Pub News

Completing the list of this month's pub

News are:

dnenley Pink's Hotel, which of course
glready sells Young's Special and Sam
Smith's OBE, has recently added Abbot.

Tyttenhanger The Barley Mow has Brak-
spear's 4X or sale alongside the usual
Wwide range of real ales.

Haltham Abbey In Essex of course, bLut
only just. In the Market Spuare, the
Green Iragon now sells Burton Ale.
Haltham Abbey already has many McMullen
and Ingd Cocpe pubs selling real rle.

tham Cross The Castle iz now selling
Lid Coope Bitter on handpumps.

Wadesmill

One pub with problems appears to be The
Feathers in Wadesmill - at the time of
foing to press they hadn't had any real
ale since the begining of Decemter. Fer-
haps instead of putiing on three real ales
they should have concentirated on one and

ilt up from there. A pity really as real

2itionally dispensed beer would cer-
tuinly be in keeping with the history of
thiv old cosching inn on the Londeon to
Camoridge Touvte.

Big Hand For Bob

i 1ast month's AGM, Bob Norrish retired
g C:airman of the branch after 3} years
{# == l.‘--.-..'iirman} on the Committes. The vote

taarks anoc hearty round of applause he
w06 ved were richly deserved for all the
;art work he nas put in and are echoed in

nese pases. Jim Axford will be the new

Chalrmen and Chris Storey was elected toan
rWwise unchanged Committees.

o bhe

Diary of Events
HERTFORDSHIRE SOUTE BRANCH

J foii

1] January Branch Meeting
The Dimsdale Arms, Fore Street,
Hertford (Mac's). Bpm. Mac's AK and
Covntry on gravity will be avail-
able in the meeting room.

Jan 24 Soelal at The Shires Bar, St.Pan—

eras Station (details on page 13).

February Branch Meeting

The Rokin Hood, High Street,Potiers
Bar (Ind Coope). 8pm. An extersion
has been applied for.

Fehb

Feb 24 - 26 Branch weekend trip/brevery
visit to Bateman's ( for further

details see page 3).

Hertfordshire North Branch

Jan 18 Soeclal at The March Hare, Stevenage.
8.0Cpm. (Charrington's).

3 February Branch Meeting.
The Roebuck, Stevenagze (Abbot and
Rayment's BBA). 8pm.

Feb 15 Social at The Maiden's Head, Whit-
well (Mac's Country). Spm.

Feb

Herts/Essex Borders Branch

Fet 7T Social, at The Crown, Hunsdon.

(Ind Coope). Epm.

Feb 20 February Branch Meeting and Annusal
General Meeting being held at High
Wych, Memorial Hall. Ceourage beers
will be available.

MEMBERSHIP

CIMEA is & Lodependent crpjacisation
Thgiitlag to improve the gquality of beer
avu pubs Lovoughout the couniry. Why not

nin anc help us to improve the let of
the crinkirg person.

Fazr your L4 subscription you will

tceive a copy of the monthl; "What's
brewing', CAMRA's newspaner on what is

¢lag on in the world of beer.

[° £4 is too muech, why rot join ag an
assoclote Member for £1.

For Turther details of membership,
please write to: The Membership Secretary,
Tie Canpaign for Real Ale, 34 Alma Road,
St.Albans, Hertfordshire, AL1 3BW.

Last and First

This issue of the South Herts Newsletter
will be the last. Next month the branch in
embarking on a new Newsletiter with neigh-
bouring Hertfordshire North branch and
Herts/Essex Borders branch. It is hoped
that the new Newsletter, as yet unnamed,
will =2till retain information of a local
feel, while at the same time tbroadening to
include news from all over the county and
articles of general interest.

Yours truly will be editer of this wen-
ture, =0 if you have any ideas or any
thoughts concerning real ale, Herts pubs
or indeed anything surrounding the world
ol beer please drop me & line:

Les Middiewood,
8la Linden Way,
Southgate,
London,

H.14 4NG.
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